
 

 

 

Greater Fort Hood Economy: October 2015 
 
The economic indicators for the Greater Fort Hood area continue to show strength, improvement and 
sustainability in the State of Texas. Below are just a few examples of what is happening in the area. 
 

Fort Hood:  
 Fort Hood is the U.S. Army’s largest power projection platform. It is the home of the U.S. Army’s 

Armored Corps. The installation is “mission critical” to the U.S. Army and what is known as an 
“Enduring Installation”. 

 Fort Hood continues to rank the highest in Military Value of any Army installation. It continues to be 
the most effective and least expensive training facility in the U.S. Army. 

 A new $1 billion Medical Center is being constructed on Fort Hood to take the place of what was the 
Army’s largest Community Hospital. The new Medical Center will more effectively serve the need of 
active duty Soldiers and family members assigned to Fort Hood. Equally as important, it will eliminate 
the need to transport critically wounded Soldiers to San Antonio for treatment and rehabilitation. 

 The Fort Hood Army post had an economic impact of $25.3 billion in Texas during fiscal 2011, 
according to Texas Comptroller Susan Combs. It is the largest single site employer in the state.  

 Current Authorized Military Strength: 38,483 
 Current Assigned Strength: ≈ 39,644 Soldiers & Airmen 
 Family Members:  55,247 (75% off-post) 
 Civilian Employees ≈5,370 (+935 AAFES and Commissaries) 
 Contractors/Others: ≈14,115 (Others include warrior transition unit & on-post Killeen Independent 

School District Staff 
 The U. S. Army has announced plans, based on budget reductions, to reduce the Active service 

member component from 490k to 450k by the end of FY 2017.  
 Reductions at Fort Hood are estimated at 3,350. Reductions will be accomplished through an attrition 

system involving medically, non-available Soldiers and civilians. 
 The Department of the Army civilian reductions is still pending.   
 The Veteran’s Inventory Report consistently indicates that approximately 10,000 Soldiers end their 

military service at Fort Hood. Thirty–four percent of those separating Soldiers indicate they intend to 
stay in the region upon separation (54.5% of retirement-eligible Soldiers and 30% of non-retiring 
Soldiers). This data is valuable because it shows a constant pipeline of available talent for prospective 
businesses. 

US Highway 190:  
 Expansion plans to go from a four-lane divided highway to a six-lane divided highway from the Main 

Gate at Fort Hood to Harker Heights is near completion. 
 US Highway 190 is built to Interstate standards from the 

eastern city limits of Copperas Cove to IH35. A plan is 
being executed to make that portion of US 190 part of the 
Interstate Highway System – a result we expect to achieve 
soon. 



 Rosewood Drive is a new, major, north-south thoroughfare that connects to US Highway 190. 
Housing: 

 The housing market continues to be robust. New developments are locating in south Killeen. The City 
has focused its efforts on street expansion and construction to accommodate the growth and 
increased vehicle traffic.  

Texas A&M University Central Texas: 
 Texas A&M University Central Texas was accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools Commission on Colleges Board in June 2013.   
 The university is currently a stand-alone, upper-level, higher education institution serving over 2,500 

full-time equivalent students. 
 Construction of the third building on campus has been funded and is expected to begin in 2016. 

National Mounted Warfare Museum: 
 The foundation continues to raise funds and develop plans to build and operate a state-of-the-art 

museum just outside the main gate of Fort Hood. This development will be a tourist destination facility. 
Anticipated operational date is 2019. See photo below. 

Retail:  
 The City of Killeen approved a development agreement with the Retail Connection for a 320,000 sf 

outdoor retail center at the intersection of Stan Schlueter Loop and MLK Blvd. 
Rankings: 

 In September 2015, Wallethub.com ranked Killeen #5 Best in Midsize City Growth 
 In June 2015, KaBoom! named Killeen Playful City USA for the 7th Year 
 In April 2015, Beyond, an online career network, ranked Killeen as one of the top hiring cities in Texas. 

The city was ranked #4 in the state for employers looking to hire. 
 In March 2015, Killeen’s Public Protection Classification by the Insurance Services Office (ISO) was 

raised to a Class 1. Just one-tenth of one percent of communities in the United States has achieved 
this superior rating. There are only 26 Texas cities with this classification. This rating will lower fire 
insurance premiums throughout the city. 

 The Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood MSA has debuted on the American Institute of Economic Research’s 
list of the 75 Best Cities for College Students. Killeen was ranked 19th in the category of Small Cities 
on the College Destinations Index. 

 The Killeen-Fort Hood Regional Airport, although down in enplanements for the year, continues to 
outpace passenger enplanements in similar markets within Texas. 

 
 

Artist Rendition: National Warfare Museum 


